[Thrombosis of the right atrial appendage. The two-dimensional echocardiographic aspect and the autopsy finding].
We report the case of an 80-year-old man affected by hypertensive cardiomyopathy and already admitted to our Division for recurrent episodes of heart failure. He was eventually hospitalized for septic shock secondary to disseminated pneumonia with concomitant left pleural effusion. At 2D-echo examination, a highly echo-reflectant mass was detected in the retrocardiac space. As the patient died notwithstanding the intensive pharmacological care, an autoptic procedure was performed which showed a massive thrombosis of the right atrial appendage. We discuss the 2D-echo imaging and advance a pathogenetic hypothesis after a review of the current literature.